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INTRODUCTION

The Next Environmental Revolution

.. No world
wears as well as it should but, mortal or not,
2 world has still to be built
because cf what we can see from our windows . ..
which is there regardiess
—w. H. AUDEN, “Thanksglving for a Habitat. |. Prologue: The Birth of Architecture®

ook around you. What do you see from your window? What do

you see in the room surrounding you from where you git? Your

answer will be as singular as you are. Whether you live in a city
1large ox small, in a suburb or exurb, or in one of the earth’s

growing megalopolises—New York, Seoul, Sdo Paulo—you are in, and

in all probability look out your window onto, a built environment.

In premodern societies, humans by and large constructed their own
habitats which were dominated by the natural world. No longer. Around
the world in developed and developing countries, people spend most of

. their time in and around buildings and constructed landscapes. Ina

hospital or bedroom you were born; in a hospice, bedroom, or hospital

you will likely die. In houses and apartments you make your home. On
streets and over bridges and underground you travel, going to the office
‘or laboratory or manufacturing facility or the store where you work. In
schools and community centers and playgrounds and parks you raise

and educate your children, forge and nurture social bonds. In environ-

rerits constructed for your leisure you go for walks, play ball or run,

take in a theatrical performance, attend a sporting event, contemplate a

: '-n'l_"_t:lseum exhibition, shop in stores, relax in cafés.
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